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and which parts of it are additions, and which alterations,
or what has been omitted, it is impossible to discover, Eveiy-
thmg tends to show that Savonarola, in spite of his physical
infirmities, displayed on the rack heroic fortitude " ll

On the i Qth May the Papal commissioners charged with
the final proceedings arrived in Florence. Nardi states that
their instructions were "to put Savonarola to death were he
even another St. John the Baptist," On 2oth May and the
two following days, Savonarola underwent before them his
third mock trial, being examined under worse torture than
ever. The results of this final examination were never signed
or made public, the trial being thus practically left unfinished.
Nothing had been elicited from him proving his guilt of
heresy or crime. Nevertheless, on the evening of the 22nd
May, after many days of torture, after every kind of fraud
and injustice had been put in force, and as the result of a
so-called trial not even legally completed, Savonarola, whose
only crime was his denunciation of the vices of the Borgian
Papacy and his appeals for its reformation, was condemned
- to death. And also the other two friars of San Maico who
had been tried with him, Fra Domenico and Fra Silvestro.
On the following morning, 23rd May 1498, the three com-
panions were brought out of the Palazzo dclla Signoiia on
to the ringhiera, and after being subjected to various insults
were conducted to the scaffold. And on the very spot where
the bonfire of the "Vanities" had taken place, the reformer,
who had a short time before been worshipped by Florence, was
hanged and burnt in presence of the whole city.

Thus did Florence show before the eyes of Europe what
the rule of the Medici had been to her. Such a crime as the
above would have been as impossible under the rule of
Lorenzo the Magnificent as under any government of the
present day. In this episode we seem to sec a totally different
Florence from that of twenty years before; and instead of e
united people, strong in their sense of justice, defying a Pope
even though he was backed by numerous allies, we see a